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Europe 2020 – A Promising Strategy?
Leading European economists weigh in on “Europe 2020”, the European Commission’s 10-year economic strategy proposal to replace the Lisbon Agenda.
Hamburg, 07 June 2010 -- The latest edition of Intereconomics – Review of European Economic Policy boasts a Forum of top European economists examining and critiquing the European Commission’s Europe 2020 strategy proposal.
Karel Lannoo, CEO of the Brussels-based Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), examines the impact of the financial crisis on the Agenda 2020, concluding that the new financial regulatory framework being constructed could indirectly and inadvertently lead to the desired smart and sustainable growth. The financial crisis also plays a major role in an analysis of the Europe 2020 document’s commitment to knowledge creation activities by Luc Soete of the University of Maastricht. Iain Begg from the London School of Economics discusses the strategy’s approach to employment, arguing that nothing less than “the redefinition of European capitalism” is at stake. Christian Egenhofer of CEPS critically assesses the document’s climate change goals. He asserts that it “lacks any serious ambition” and “misses the opportunity to bring the EU climate change policy back on track after the failure of Copenhagen”.
Articles from László Csaba of the Central European University and Philippe Pochet of the European Trade Union Institute both provide comprehensive reviews of the strategy proposal but come to different conclusions. Csaba views the Europe 2020 proposal as an improved continuation of the Lisbon Strategy; Pochet is more critical of the document and proposes an alternative approach altogether. Meanwhile, Annette Bongardt and Francisco Torres of the Portuguese Instituto Nacional de Administração argue that the sovereign debt crisis threatens to overtake the strategy proposal before it even gets off the ground.
- - - - - 
About Intereconomics – Review of European Economic Policy:

Intereconomics is jointly produced by the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) and the German National Library of Economics (ZBW) and published by Springer. It features papers by economists that deal with economic and social policy issues and trends in Europe or affecting Europe. In the Forum, several experts discuss one particular current economic policy problem.
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